
Straight Talk About the Conspiracy Theories About CAIR 

 
Conspiracy theories targeting minorities have long poisoned American public life.  

1. In 1956, Alabama tried to ban the NAACP, forcing a Supreme Court battle that ultimately protected 
their right to organize.  

2. The FBI wiretapped Martin Luther King Jr. and labeled him “the most dangerous and effective Negro 
leader in the country.”  

3. During World War II, the U.S. government imprisoned over 120,000 Japanese Americans in camps, 
while German and Italian Americans faced only limited, selective internments.  

4. John F. Kennedy, running for president in 1960, had to confront false claims that he would be loyal to 
the Vatican rather than the Constitution. 

 
This same poison has ensured that every American Muslim organization has been subjected to extreme vetting 
over the last two and a half decades. If there was any truth to the conspiracy theories about American Muslims 
then government action would have occurred years ago.  
 
CAIR recognizes that being subjected to conspiracy theories is the price of being a leading advocate for justice 
and mutual understanding. We will, God willing, continue to protect civil rights, defend the rights guaranteed 
by the Constitution, and oppose injustice here and abroad, including the genocide in Gaza. 
 
Ten Facts About CAIR  

1. CAIR is our nation’s largest Muslim civil rights and advocacy organization. Founded in 1994, our mission 
is to enhance the public’s understanding of Islam, protect civil rights, promote just, and empower 
American Muslims.  

2. With 25 chapters nationwide, dozens of attorneys, hundreds of staff and board members, and support 
from thousands of donors across America, CAIR protects the Constitution’s guarantee of religious 
freedom, free speech, and racial equality. CAIR also stands up against injustice here and abroad, from 
hate crimes to discrimination to terrorism to ethnic cleansing to genocide. 

3. CAIR is an integral part of the mainstream civil liberties movement. 
a. In 2025, CAIR Executive Director Nihad Awad was named one of the world’s 500 most influential 

Muslims by Jordan’s Royal Islamic Strategic Studies Center. Awad is a frequent presence on this annual 
list. 

b. In 2020, USA Today named Awad among “19 of the most influential civil rights leaders of today.”  
c. In 2016, then CAIR National Board Chair Roula Allouch was appointed as Special Advisor to the 

American Bar Association's Commission on Women in the Profession.1   
d. In 2015, Awad was named an emerging voice for civil rights leadership in the 21st Century by the LA 

Times. 
4. CAIR offices received 8,658 incoming complaints nationwide in 2024. This marks the highest number of 

complaints CAIR has recorded since our first civil rights report was published in 1996. 
5. CAIR is an independent American institution. It is not linked to any external movement, entity, party or 

government.  
6. CAIR’s work to promote justice has included sending a delegation to Baghdad in 2006 during the Jill 

Carroll kidnapping and participation in a 2011 interfaith mission regarding the Iran hikers.  
7. In 2007, Awad joined 137 other Muslim leaders and scholars from around the world in sending a first-

of-its-kind open letter designed to promote understanding between Muslims and Christians worldwide.  
8. Awad is also an original endorser of the Amman Message and its three points of tolerance, an effort led 

by Jordan’s H.M. King Abdullah II.  
9. In 2014, Awad joined more than 120 international scholars of Islam and Muslim leaders in refuting the 

ideology of the terrorist group ISIS and urging its supporters to repent and "return to the religion of 
mercy." 

                                                
1 Official email acknowledging her service in What They Say About CAIR Awards file. 
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10. In 2016, Awad was included with a hit list of Muslim leaders in the West published by ISIS, meaning 
even though we are small by U.S. non-profit standards we were able to irritate people halfway around 
the globe with our anti-terror messages. 

 
Fiction: One of CAIR’s founders praised the 10/7 attacks.  
Fact: CAIR Founder Nihad Awad’s family was ethnically cleansed from their homes in 1948. Likely due to water 
pollution in a refugee camp, he developed kidney disease early in life. This raw experience led to his morally-
consistent statement on October 11, 2023, “Targeting civilians is wrong, whether they are Palestinian or 
Israeli.” [Archive] 
 
After an Islamophobic organization misrepresented Awad’s subsequent remarks at an anti-genocide 
conference, he issued a statement saying, in part, “…I condemned violence against all civilians and all forms of 
bigotry, specifically including Islamophobia and antisemitism. As I said, ‘The hatred, the prejudice, the violence, 
the discrimination against Jews because of their faith or their life or their religious practices is a hateful 
mindset, behavior and action. We as human beings, as Muslims, as Palestinians, see it as evil the way it is, and 
[it] should be condemned because antisemitism is a real phenomenon, a real evil, and it has to be rejected and 
combated by all people regardless of their faith tradition, ideology, or those people who have no ideology. It is 
an attack on humanity and should be clearly condemned by all people.” 
 
What is never mentioned is CAIR’s record. For example, from 1994 to 2015, the organization issued more than 
100 statements condemning terrorism worldwide. Our position is clear and consistent. In 2014, CAIR noted 
that the organization had more than 170 emails for Fox News staff on its media list and yet these 
condemnations, helpfully sent to email inboxes, never appeared on Fox’s airwaves. 
 
Fiction: CAIR is bigoted against the Jewish faith 
FACT: Because of our values, we have specifically and repeatedly condemned antisemitism throughout our 30 
years of existence. We also regularly work with Jewish civil and human rights organizations and have benefitted 
from numerous Jewish team members at the local and national level.  
 
Fiction: The United Arab Emirates monarchy's 2014 designation of CAIR was something other than a 
repudiation of our vocal support for democracy   
FACT: The U.S. government immediately rejected the UAE’s claim. Secretary of State John F. Kerry reinforced 
this position in a personal letter to CAIR Executive Director Nihad Awad, writing: “Let me reiterate, first, that 
the U.S. government clearly does not consider CAIR to be a terrorist organization. As your letter noted, the 
Department of State rejected this allegation immediately after the UAE designations were announced in 
November, and we will continue to do so. ” The UAE never released evidence for its allegations. Analysts widely 
concluded that the monarchy targeted Western Muslim groups because they supported democratic 
movements during the Arab Spring. 
 
Fiction: CAIR is linked to a designated foreign terrorist organization.  
FACT: On March 13, 2011, The Washington Post reported, “But the FBI doesn't call CAIR a terrorist group. Nor 
does it allege that CAIR was founded or financed by Hamas.” Similarly, a March 14, 2007 New York Times 
article, reported, “Government officials in Washington said they were not aware of any criminal investigation of 
the group. More than one described the standards used by critics to link CAIR to terrorism as akin to 
McCarthyism, essentially guilt by association.” As we noted above, all American Muslim organizations have 
been subjected to extreme vetting by the U.S. Government. A review of CAIR by the Bush administration was 
confirmed by the Obama administration. CAIR has specifically condemned attacks on civilians on Oct. 7th and 
has maintained statement on our website for years that reads: “We unequivocally condemn all acts of 
terrorism, whether carried out by al-Qa’ida, the Real IRA, FARC, Hamas, ETA, or any other group designated by 
the U.S. Department of State as a ‘Foreign Terrorist Organization.’” 
 
Fiction: The 1991 “Muslim Brotherhood memo” and Efforts to Designate the Group as a Terrorist Organization  
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FACT: The memo is document written in 1991 that never mentions our organization (CAIR was founded in 
1994). In 2016, researchers at Georgetown University conducted an extensive review of documents to examine 
the impact of the memo and its author Mohamad Akram. The researchers concluded that their “findings 
underscore the inconsequential nature of Akram’s letter for ordinary Muslim communities and Islamic 
organizations the world over.” 
  
In November 2016, J.M. Berger, a counterterrorism analyst at George Washington University’s Program on 
Extremism offered this opinion to Buzzfeed: “Let me be extremely clear. This initiative [designating the Muslim 
Brotherhood as a terrorist organization] is concerned with controlling American Muslims, not with any issue 
pertaining to the Muslim Brotherhood in any practical or realistic sense.” 
 
Addressing the document in general and that section listing “our friends” at a 2011 Congressional hearing, 
Harvard Associate Professor Tarek Masoud said the following: “If you look at the title of that page, it says these 
are the organizations of us and our friends in America. The second line says, in brackets, imagine if they all 
marched together. And I thought to myself, what a really odd thing for a kind of organization like the Muslim 
Brotherhood to be saying. If these were really at arms of the Muslim Brotherhood octopus, then why would 
the guy need to be thinking whimsically about, oh, one day, imagine if all these organizations could work 
together? And this is important because it seems to me that that list is a kind of aspirational list.” 
 
According to an article published on May 12, 2015, in the New Yorker, other than a copy of the memo 
submitted at the 2008 Holy Land Foundation trial, “No other copies have come to light.” CAIR asserts this is 
strange for a document that is alleged to guide the American Muslim movement. The New Yorker piece goes 
on to note the following about the lone memo: “The memo, however, is far from probative. It was never 
subjected to an adversarial test of its authenticity or significance. Examined closely, it does not stand up as an 
authoritative prescription for action. Rather, it appears to have been written as a plea to the Muslim 
Brotherhood leadership for action, by an author we know little about, Mohamed Akram. He is listed elsewhere 
as a secretary in the Brotherhood, but he writes in the tone of an underling. Islam watchers do not quote his 
appeal that the recipients ‘not rush to throw these papers away due to your many occupations and worries. All 
that I’m asking of you is to read them and to comment on them.’ These lines reveal the memo as a mere 
proposal, now twenty-four years old. No other copies have come to light.” 
 
Fiction: The Holy Land Foundation and the Unindicted Co-Conspirator Designation 
FACT: There is no legal implication to being labeled an unindicted co-conspirator, since it does not require the 
Justice Department to prove anything in a court of law. Regardless, the issue of our inclusion on the list was 
settled in 2010 in CAIR’s favor.  
 
Here, conspiracy theorists refer to the Bush administration’s improper listing of over 250 organizations as 
unindicted coconspirators in the deeply flawed and widely criticized Holy Land Foundation trial.  
 
On October 20, 2010, Judges Garza, Benavides, and Crone of the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals found that the 
U.S. Department of Justice violated the Fifth Amendment rights of the North American Islamic Trust (NAIT), and 
by implication the rights of more than 300 similarly-named Muslim organizations and individuals, such as CAIR, 
when it included them on the publicly-filed un-indicted co-conspirator list in 2007. The court also ruled that 
inclusion on the list was the result of "simply an untested allegation of the Government made in anticipation of 
a possible evidentiary dispute that never came to pass.” 
 
In this ruling, the court was building on public knowledge that the listing was tactical pre-trial maneuvering. In 
August 2007 Newsweek reported, “According to one senior law-enforcement official (who asked not to be 
named talking about an ongoing case), the listing of ISNA, CAIR and other groups as ‘unindicted co-
conspirators’ was largely a tactical move by the government.” A June 2008 ACLU press release also reports, 
“The prosecutor also acknowledged that the public labeling was simply a ‘legal tactic’ intended to allow the 
government to introduce hearsay evidence against HLF later at trial.”  
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The three-judge court of appeals panel was the final arbiter and takes precedence over an earlier ruling by 
district Judge Jorge Solis. 
 
The government’s public smear of those groups, including CAIR, was later ruled unconstitutional by the Fifth 
Circuit in 2010 and never resulted in any charges against any of the 250 organizations. 
 
The Washington Post reported back in 2011: "These claims lack context. CAIR is an aggressive Muslim civil 
liberties organization, modeled on the Anti Defamation League, that has made it a target for criticism. It was 
indeed named as an “unindicted co-conspirator or joint venturer” in the Holy Land Foundation case--an Islamic 
charity that in 2008 was convicted of funding Islamic militant groups. But CAIR was not alone in that 
designation; nearly 250 other organizations and individuals were also named. The federal government said the 
organizations were included on the list in order to produce evidence at the trial, but the district court and a 
federal appeals court later ruled that it had been a mistake to make the list public.' 
 
The Justice Department recognizes that such a listing will cause harm to a group. This is why the Department of 
Justice’s U.S. Attorney’s Manual states, “There is ordinarily ‘no legitimate governmental interest served’ by the 
government's public allegation of wrongdoing by an uncharged party” in part due to “reputation interests.” 
CAIR has never been indicted and can attest to the enormous reputational damage done by the inclusion on 
the massive list. 
 
Fiction: Post-Holy Land Foundation Prosecutions were Suppressed by Political Interference 
FACT: In 2011, then Attorney General Eric Holder indicated that Department of Justice officials determined 
after “looking at the facts and the law, a prosecution would not be appropriate.” This conclusion was reached 
after two reviews conducted under both the Bush and Obama administrations. 
 
After Holder, then the chief law enforcement officer in America, stated this fact, internet rumor held that a 
prosecution had been suppressed due to political interference. This allegation has also been put to rest. 
 
James Jacks, the U.S. Attorney who led the prosecution of the Holy Land Foundation issued a statement that 
was partially re-produced in the Dallas Morning News: “’The decision to indict or not indict a case is based 
upon an analysis of the evidence and the law,’ [Jacks] wrote. ‘That’s what happened in this case.’” 
 
The Dallas Morning News (U.S. attorney in Dallas says Obama’s White House didn’t meddle in case, April 29, 
2011) went on to report the following: “Nathan Garrett, a former FBI agent who was also a prosecutor in the 
Holy Land case until he left for private practice in 2007, said ‘politics played no role’ in determining who was 
prosecuted when he was there. ‘Decisions were hashed out in often tough and pressure-filled situations and 
conditions, but always — in my experience — grounded in evidence and law,’ he said. ‘The process was what 
the American people would want and expect it to be.’” 
 
Garret’s assertion was later mirrored by special agent in charge of the Dallas FBI Field Office, Robert E. Casey 
Jr. The Dallas office did the investigating preceding the HLF indictments. Reflecting on his twenty-six years in 
the FBI, Casey said, “…I've never been told to stop doing something that was legitimately authorized because 
of some political or other agenda.” 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/fact-checker/post/the-king-hearings-is-cair-a-terrorist-organization/2011/03/10/AB3AdTQ_blog.html
http://www.justice.gov/usao/eousa/foia_reading_room/usam/title9/27mcrm.htm
http://www.justice.gov/usao/eousa/foia_reading_room/usam/title9/27mcrm.htm
https://www.meforum.org/islamist-watch/us-attorney-in-dallas-says-obama-white-house
https://www.meforum.org/islamist-watch/us-attorney-in-dallas-says-obama-white-house
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/crime/2012/03/01/fbis-top-north-texas-agent-looks-back-at-his-career/
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/crime/2012/03/01/fbis-top-north-texas-agent-looks-back-at-his-career/

